
FIBROID PHTHISIS.

Dr. F. C. Shattuck made some remarks on a case
of fibroid phthisis, and showed the patient.

FRACTURED CALCANEUM.

Dr. B. Cushing reported a case of fractured calca-
neum in a woman fifty-seven years of age, which he
treated by extension for four weeks, with almost
complete recovery. He also exhibited a cast which he
had taken of the foot.

BOSTON MEDICO\p=m-\PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
WALTER CHANNING, M. D., SECRETARY.

Pursuant to a call, Drs. J. B. Ayer, Cowles, Chai-
ning, Denny, Fisher, C. S. Folsom, N. Folsom, Jelly,
and Whittemore met on the evening of January 6th
to consider plans for the formation of a society to take
psychological journals, and hold meetings to read and
discuss papers on psychological subjects and to report
cases.
After prolonged discussion, these plans were substan-

tially agreed upon, and the society was organized with
the above name. By-laws were submitted and adopted,
which state that " the officers shall be a permanent
secretary and treasurer, to be elected annually, aud a

president, to be chosen at each meeting. The meet-

ings shall be held on the evenings of the first Thursday
in each month, from October to June inclusive. There
shall be a permanent-committee on journals."
After the transaction of other business the society

adjourned.

Recent Literature.
Lectures on Diseases of the Nervous System. By J. M.
Charcot. Translated from the Second Edition by
George Sigerson, M. D., M. Ch., etc., of Dublin.
Philadelphia : H. C. Lea. 1879. Pp. 263.
The writings of Professor Charcot, and perhaps this

work even more than the rest, are too well known to
the medical public to require any extended notice at
this time. The lectures which make up this volume
have been delivered at different times within the past
few years at the great infirmary " La Salpétrière,"
which owes its transformation from an obscure though
immense poor-house into a great field for clinical re-
search to Charcot's energy and intelligence. Though
not all his brilliant pathological generalizations have
passed unscathed through the mill of German criticism,
yet it may be said with truth that he has written noth-
ing which has not received respectful attention.
It is refreshing to be able to add that the translation

is very creditably, even attractively, done, in spite of
occasional Gallicisms, and as the book is cheaply pub-
lished we hope that it will find a large circle of readers.
Motives of economy undoubtedly prevented the repro-
duction of some of the excellent plates which accompany
the original volumes.

_

J. J. p.

Primer of the Clinical Microscope. By Ephraim
Cutter, M. D. Boston. 1879.
The compound microscope began its development in !

the shape of a simple tube about two huudred years
ago ; each deficiency was remedied as practical use

demonstrated the need : thus a stage, a mirror, mechan-isms for coarse and fine adjustment, were added to the
simple tube of Tortona, which was used as the so-called
clinical microscope of to-day is.
This injudicious return to an old model is illustrated

by a primer that combines ten pages of the simplestplatitudes concerning the structure and use of the mi-
croscope with fourteen pages mostly occupied with ac-
counts of work, so profound that no reliable observer
has as yet been able to confirm it. When we add
that no small number of inaccuracies are mixed upwith the incompatibles mentioned, it will be seen that
the Primer of the Clinical Microscope is a book which
the beginner should shun.
A Treatise on the Theory and Practice ofMedicine. ByJohn Syer Bristowe, M. D. Lond., Fellow and
formerly Censor of the Royal College of Physicians,Senior Physician to and joint Lecturer on Medicine
at St. Thomas's Hospital, etc., etc. Second Ameri-
can Edition, revised by the author, with notes and
additions by James H. Hutchinson, M. D., one ofthe Attending Physicians to the Pennsylvania Hos-
pital, etc. Philadelphia : Henry C. Lea. 1879.
The second edition of this excellent work, like the

first, has received the benefit of Dr. Hutchinson's anno-
tations, by which the phases of disease which are
peculiar to this country are indicated, and thus a treatise
which was intended for British practitioners and stu-
dents is made more practically useful on this side of
the water. The early appearance of a second editionbears witness to the favorable reception given to the
first, and we see no reason to modify the high opinionpreviously expressed with regard to Dr. Bristowe's
work,1 except by adding our appreciation of the care-
ful labors of the author in following the latest growthof medical science. The chapters on Diseases of the
Skin aud of the Nervous System, with a new one on

Insanity compiled from the best sources outside of the
author's own long experience, and the valuable portionrelating to General Pathology, aid greatly in complet-ing an exceptionally good book for purposes of refer-
ence and instruction.

1 See Journal, December 7, 1876.
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